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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Purpose 

 
1.1.1 The purpose of this Municipal Development Plan (MDP) is to provide the Village of 

Berwyn with a planning framework that will reflect the current and future needs of the 
Village. The revised plan will assist Council, residents and private developers in making 
informed decisions regarding future economic, social and environmental development. 
Specifically, the MDP is developed to: 

• re-evaluate the Village’s existing vision and goals; 

• create policies that will promote the new vision and goals;  

• provide clarity and understanding as to the preferred direction of future 
growth within the Village; 

• affirm the Village’s commitment to working with its municipal neighbours to 
promote the region and to establish a platform to discuss potential land 
requirements to support long-term growth; and 

• recognize provincial initiatives (i.e. Land Use Framework).  

 
 
1.2 Vision 
 
1.2.1 The development and preparation of this Municipal Development Plan is based on the 

vision that growth within the Village of Berwyn shall develop in an orderly and efficient 
manner that is environmentally sustainable and economically viable for future 
generations. 
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1.3 Goals  
 
 Furthermore, the vision has been established as a tool to assist in redefining the goals 

outlined in the Village of Berwyn’s MDP.  With approval from Council and the Steering 
Committee, they are as follows: 

 
Economic Development: 
 To build a local economy that will provide fiscal benefits and stability to the 

Village in the long term. 
 

Residential Development: 
 To encourage a full range of housing types that complement residential 

neighbourhoods that are low to medium in density. 
 

 To create aesthetically pleasing neighbourhoods that will enhance the Village’s 
characteristics. 

 

Commercial Development: 
 To enhance Main Street as a focal point for commercial and business activity by 

investing in key revitalization areas.  
 

 To create compact, visually appealing, commercial development that encourages 
increased pedestrian activity. 

 

Industrial Development: 
 To encourage industrial development in areas that are economically and 

environmentally suitable. 
 

Transportation & Infrastructure: 
 To coordinate the development of the Village’s road network and municipal 

servicing system in a manner that will minimize the cost to the municipality.  
 

 To identify short and long term transportation needs and create a transportation 
network that reflects alternative modes of transit (i.e. cycling and walking).  

 

Urban Design & Heritage: 
 To improve the appearance of Berwyn, particularly in the vicinity of 50th 

Avenue, 50th Street, and the Main Street.  
 

 To recognize the Village’s heritage sites and preserve them in a manner that is 
aesthetically harmonious with the surrounding environment.  

 
CN Railway Lands: 
 To explore options in developing the CN railway lands into a more efficient and 

effective land use that will complement the main commercial corridor. 
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Environment: 
 To ensure that Berwyn remains an environmentally progressive and sustainable 

community. 
 

 To ensure that new development does not infringe on environmentally sensitive 
areas. 

 

Community Services & Recreation: 
 To ensure recreational and community services are well maintained within the 

Village of Berwyn for current and future generations. 
 

 To provide facilities that will enhance the quality of life for residents of Berwyn.  
 

Implementation:  
 To implement the goals identified in the MDP by working with provincial 

agencies and neighbouring municipalities on regional plans and other statutory 
plans. 

 
 

1.4 Planning Area 
 
 All lands lying within the corporate boundary of the Village of Berwyn at the time of the 

enactment of this MDP are considered the planning area. The Plan has also established 
consideration of long term future expansion for the Village of Berwyn outside its existing 
municipal boundary.  

 
 

1.5 Scope  
 
 The Municipal Development Plan is intended to provide general policy direction for 

future growth and development in Berwyn. Therefore, the Village will be flexible in 
terms of the implementation of the Plan, and where the “spirit and intent” of the Plan is 
not compromised, formal amendments to the Plan will not be required.   

 
When an amendment to the Plan is required, it shall be carried out in accordance with the 
provisions of the Municipal Government Act. 

 
In this Plan, all words and expressions shall have the meaning assigned to them in the 
Municipal Government Act, the Village of Berwyn Land Use Bylaw and/or commonly-
held definitions. 

 
 
1.6 Legislative Context  
 
1.6.1 This Plan has been prepared in accordance with Section 632 of the Municipal 

Government Act, RSA 2000 (MGA). The MGA states that a municipality with a 
population of 3500 or more must, by bylaw, adopt a MDP. For those municipalities with 
a population of less than 3500 person, a MDP may be prepared under the provisions of 
the Municipal Government Act.  
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1.6.2 The MGA specifies the required content of a MDP as follows: 
 

a) Must address  
 

(i) the future land use within the municipality,  
 
(ii) the manner of and the proposals for future development in the municipality,  

 
(iii) the co-ordination of land use, future growth patterns and other infrastructure 
with adjacent municipalities if there is no intermunicipal development plan with 
respect to those matters in those municipalities,  

 
(iv) the provision of the required transportation systems either generally or 
specifically within the municipality and in relation to adjacent municipalities, and  

 
(v) the provision of municipal services and facilities either generally or 
specifically,  

 
b) may address  

 
(i) proposal for the financing and programming of municipal infrastructure, 
 
(ii) the co-ordination of municipal programs relating to the physical, social and 

economic development of the municipality, 
 
(iii) environmental matters within the municipality,  
 
(iv) the financial resources of the municipality,  
 
(v) the economic development of the municipality, and  
 
(vi) any other matter relating to the physical, social or economic development of 

the municipality, 
 

c) may contain statements regarding the municipality’s development constraints, 
including the results of any development studies and impact analysis, and goals, 
objectives, targets, planning policies and corporate strategies,  

 
d) must contain policies compatible with the subdivision and development regulations 

to provide guidance on the type and location of land uses adjacent to sour gas 
facilities,  

 
e) must contain policies respecting the provision of municipal, school or municipal and 

school reserves, including but not limited to the need for, amount of land allocation 
of those reserves and the identification of school requirements in consultation with 
affected school authorities, and   

 
f) must contain policies respecting the protection of agricultural operations.1 

                                                 
1  Province of Alberta, Municipal Government Act (RSA 2000 Chapter M-26, Alberta Queen’s Printer 
November 2010, Section 632. 
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1.7 The Land Use Framework 
 
 The Alberta Land Use Framework was approved in 2008. The purpose of the Framework 

is to manage growth more effectively in the province. The Land Use Framework 
identifies seven watershed based regional areas. Each regional area is intended to manage 
growth, sustain economic prosperity, maintain a healthy ecosystem, and provide liveable 
communities for all Albertan’s. This MDP is obliged to align with this framework for the 
foreseeable future. 

 
 

1.8  Planning Process  
 

 The planning process is a strategic model that is used in the development of policies and 
land use initiatives. The process can be further defined as a template that ensures the best 
outcomes are chosen, by recognizing the importance of comprehensive planning.  
Currently, public participation helps determine the most feasible options in reaching 
desired goals. The updated MDP for the Village of Berwyn has adopted this process, 
which can be described as follow:  

 

Stage 1 March-June 2011, Background Review:  This stage involved the gathering 
of background information and the development of a Steering Committee. 
The role of the Committee was to assist the planner throughout the planning 
process by providing direction and guidance. Furthermore, the presence of a 
Steering Committee ensured the Plan was a reflection of the public’s 
concerns, thoughts, and ideas.  

 
Stage 2 July-August 2011, Strategic Planning Session:  This stage involved a 

visioning session and Strength. Weakness Opportunity Threat (S.W.O.T.) 
Analysis with the Steering Committee. The outcomes of both events helped 
redefine the Village’s Vision and Goals. In addition, a survey questionnaire 
was distributed to Village residents at the 75th Anniversary Celebration in 
August.  

 
Stage 3 September-October 2011, Review of Policies & Youth Engagement: 

MMSA conducted an in-depth review of the existing policies found within 
the previous MDP. During this period the initial questionnaire was revised 
and redistributed to Berwyn residents, and an alternative questionnaire was 
distributed to residents living with a 1 mile radius of the Village. To ensure 
youth participation, MMSA also conducted a youth walking tour exercise 
with local students from Lloyd Garrison Public School.  

 
Stage 4 November-December 2011, Draft Document:  The MDP was drafted 

during this time and was reviewed by the Steering Committee. 
 

Stage 5 January 2012, Input period:  The draft Plan was taken to an open house for 
public feedback. The draft MDP was also circulated to outside agencies for 
comments, as required by the MGA. 

 
Stage 6 February 2012 Completion Phase:  The draft MDP was presented at a 

public hearing and for final bylaw adoption.  Adopted June 28th, 2012.  
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1.9 Youth Walking Tour 
 

1.9.1 It was imperative to ensure that the concerns identified by youth were incorporated into 
the policies for this MDP. Youth involvement is especially important for two reasons: 
first, far too often youth are neglected in the planning process, and second, it is an 
opportunity for the Village to examine approaches to encourage youth to stay within the 
Village. In order to achieve youth involvement, on October 6th, 2011, planning staff from 
MMSA led a youth walking tour with students from the Lloyd Garrison School.  

1.9.2 In order to complete the process, students were given a map of Berwyn illustrating the 
route of the walking tour. With guidance from the planners and teacher, students were 
asked to identify areas of concern, interest, opportunity, and constraints throughout the 
tour using the map provided to them. The information was then collected, and analyzed 
for further use.  

The following is a summary of the findings that were identified during the walking tour: 

• The youth had identified that the Village was lacking activities for them, and that 
they would like to see more activities and places such as waterparks, swimming 
pools, theatres, cafés, mini golf, restaurants, paintball venues, golf courses, laser 
tag, clothing and retail establishments, ice cream parlors, arcades, festivals and 
dance places. 

• Youth would like to see more commercial establishments while simultaneously 
retaining a “small town” feel. 

• Concerns were raised regarding accessibility and the aesthetic appeal of the 
Village. The paving of sidewalks and roadways were often identified. 
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2.0 ABBREVIATIONS and GLOSSARY  
 

2.1 Abbreviations 
 

ARP Area Redevelopment Plan 
 
ASP Area Structure Plan 
 
BIA Business Improvement Area  
 
LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
 
LUB Land Use Bylaw  
 
MDP Municipal Development Plan  
 
MGA Municipal Government Act 
 
MR Municipal Reserve  

 
 
2.2 Glossary  

ADOPTION shall mean to vote to accept the passing of a Municipal Bylaw.  

AESTHETICS shall mean artistic or relating to good taste. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING shall mean the cost of adequate shelter should not exceed 30% of 
household income. Housing which costs less than this is considered affordable. 

AREA REDEVELOPMENT PLAN shall mean a plan adopted by a Council in accordance with 
Section 634 of the Municipal Government Act, RSA 2000, for the purpose of developing and 
improving a designated area within a Municipality. An ARP is different from an ASP in that an 
ARP applies to areas that are already developed. 

AREA STRUCTURE PLAN shall mean a plan adopted by a Council in accordance with Section 
633 of the Municipal Government Act, RSA 2000, for the purpose of providing a framework for 
the subdivision and development of an area of land in a municipality. 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA shall mean an area within the municipality designated for 
revitalization  

BROWNFIELD DEVELOPMENT is a term used to describe development on previous 
industrial and commercial lands that are now available for re-use. These sites may be 
contaminated and require soil remediation2. 

                                                 
2 Wikipedia, Retrieved from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brownfield_land, Nov 9, 2011  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brownfield_land
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BUILDING includes anything constructed or placed on, in, over or under land including 
supporting structures of any type, but does not include a highway or public road or a bridge 
forming part of the highway or public road. 
 
BUFFER shall mean a row of trees or shrubs, a berm or fencing to provide visual screening and 
separation and/or reduce noise between sites of incompatible land uses.  
 
CAMPGROUND shall mean an area used for setting up a camp or holding a camp meeting.  
Such use is designed for tourists, vacationers, or campers.  These facilities may include parking, 
recreational areas, and Recreational Vehicle Park.  
 
CONFORM shall mean to act in accordance or harmony with related statutory Planning 
Documents. 
 
COUNCIL shall mean the Council of the Village of Berwyn. 
 
DEVELOPMENT shall mean; 

1) an excavation or stockpile and the creation of either of them,  

2) a building or an addition to or replacement or repair of a building and the 
construction or placing of any of them on, in, over or under land,  

3) a change of use of land or a building or an act done in relation to land or a building 
that results in or is likely to result in a change in the use of land or building, or  

4)  a change in the intensity of use of land or a building or any act done in relation to 
land or a building that results in or is likely to result in a change in the intensity  of 
use of the land or building. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESERVES are lands separating private property from a body of water, 
flood plain, or drainage area. Under the MGA when subdividing land, a developer may be 
required by the local municipality to provide these buffer zones to them.3 
 
EXISTING DEVELOPMENT shall mean a development lawfully existing prior to the date of 
passing of this MDP.  
 
FULLY SERVICED shall mean having all required services including water and sewer 
developed to provincial standards, developed road access to Village standards, and utilities such 
as power and gas.  
 
GREENFIELD DEVELOPMENT is a term used to describe development on land currently or 
previously used for agriculture, and or green space.4 
 
  

                                                 
3 Vincent Lake Working model, Retrieved from 
http://www.healthyshorelines.com/media/Installing_Signs_to_Protect_Environmental_Reserves.pdf, Nov 9, 
2011 
4 Wikipedia, retrieved from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenfield_land, Nov 9, 2011 

http://www.healthyshorelines.com/media/Installing_Signs_to_Protect_Environmental_Reserves.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenfield_land
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HIGHWAY or ROAD shall mean land: 

1) Shown as a road on a plan of survey that has been filed or registered in a land titles 
office; or  

2) Used as a public road; and  

3) Includes a bridge forming part of a public highway or road and any structure 
incidental to the public highway or road or bridge.  

 
INTERPRETIVE CENTRES are institutions for the dissemination of knowledge of natural or 
cultural heritage. Interpretation centres are a new-style of museum, often associated with visitor 
centres or eco-museums, and located in connection to cultural, historic or natural sites. 
 
LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN shall mean a green 
building rating system developed by the Canadian Green Building Council that provides a suite of 
standards for environmentally sustainable construction.  
 
MARKET STUDY shall mean the gathering and evaluation of data regarding the current and 
future demand for land, goods and services by industry type. 
 
MUNICIPALITY shall mean the incorporated Municipality of the Village of Berwyn 
 
MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN shall mean the Village of Berwyn Municipal 
Development Plan Bylaw No. 594. 
 
MUNICIPAL RESERVES - According to the MGA, a Municipality can require either 10% of 
the land area of a subdivision or cash in lieu of 10% of the value of subdivided lands. Municipal 
reserves provide residents with parks, recreation facilities, public buildings, schools, natural 
areas, and horticultural or agricultural uses. Cash in lieu is added to a reserve account and is used 
to construct or maintain Municipal Reserve lands or facilities. 
 
PARKS and PLAYGROUND shall mean an area of land used for recreation purposes, usually 
including facilities such as slides, swings and other playground equipment.  
 
POPULATION PROJECTION shall mean projecting future changes in population totals, given 
certain assumptions including future trends in fertility, mortality, and migration rates. 
 
RETAIL STORE shall mean a commercial establishment where goods are sold on a retail basis. 
 
SENIORS HOUSING shall mean an institution primarily for elderly persons where housing 
accommodation is provided and medical or supervisory care may be provided.  
 
VILLAGE shall mean the incorporated municipality of the Village of Berwyn.  

 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_heritage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_heritage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visitor_center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visitor_center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecomuseum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historic_site
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Figure 1 First Steam Train into Berwyn 1922. Source: (Berwyn and Beyond, 1968) 

3.0 PLANNING CONTEXT  
 

3.1 Location and Site Conditions  
 

3.1.1 The Village of Berwyn (Pop 526 as of 2011) is located 528 km northwest of Edmonton 
and 128 km northeast of Grande Prairie. Though the Village is physically located within 
the Municipal District of Peace No.135, it is politically and administratively separate 
from the District, thus making it an independent corporation. Highway No. 2 lies adjacent 
to the Village and is considered the primary transportation route to the area. Its close 
proximity to Highway No. 2 also provides the Village with the potential to capitalize on 
the throughway traffic the corridor brings to the community.   

 
3.1.2 Berwyn is primarily zoned as general residential and industrial; however the Village does 

make provisions for agricultural and commercial activity as well. In planning context 
Berwyn’s commercial and business activity is located along 51st Street. The new MDP 
will continue to recognize the importance of Berwyn’s existing commercial district; 
however it will also explore new areas of opportunity and growth. 

 
 

3.2 Community History  
 

3.2.1 Berwyn’s history dates back 
to the early 20th century, 
when the area was surveyed 
for homesteads in 1910.5 The   
majority of the settlers that 
arrived in the area were a 
direct result of the railway 
moving westward. For locals, 
this meant easier access to 
neighbouring communities 
such as Peace River and 
Grimshaw. As soon as the 
hamlet was fully established 
it was proposed that the new 
community be called Lone 
Pine, because of the solitary 
pine tree that was near the 
chosen site. The proposed 
name was eventually turned 
down in favour of Berwyn; a 
name derived by a railroad 
official, whose home town 
had been Berwyn in 
Denbighshire, Wales.6  

 

                                                 
5 Berwyn Centennial Committee, Brick’s Hill Berwyn and Beyond “A History of Berwyn and District”. p.92 
6 Berwyn Centennial Committee, Brick’s Hill Berwyn and Beyond “ A History of Berwyn and District” p.93 
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3.2.2 In Berwyn’s early years 

church buildings 
became a fixture in the 
local community. The 
first church in Berwyn 
was located in a pool 
hall until more 
conventional buildings 
were erected. By the 
1920’s there were well 
over three churches 
located in the Village, 
illustrating the different 
dominations that were 
residing in the area.7 
Other notable structures 
that have contributed to 
Berwyn’s past include 
the Berwyn W.I. 
Hospital and the Bank 
of Commerce; both 
institutes have had a 
profound impact on the 
way Berwyn developed 
over the years. The 
Bank of Commerce 
opened in 1927 as a sub-branch and eventually evolved into full status in May of 1929. 
Though the 30’s proved challenging, the bank continued to establish itself in the Village 
and eventually amalgamated with Imperial Bank of Canada in 1961; the new name was 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. The bank provided day to day banking service to 
the locals and was a good source of employment for the Village. In 1932 the original 
building was judged beyond repair and replaced by a building that was originally erected 
in Rosebud, Alberta but placed in Berwyn. 8  

  

                                                 
7 Berwyn Centennial Committee, Brick’s Hill Berwyn and Beyond “A History of Berwyn and District”. p. 100-
104 
8 Berwyn Centennial Committee, Brick’s Hill Berwyn and Beyond “A History of Berwyn and District”. p.109 

Figure 2 Canadian Bank of Commerce 1932. Source: (Brick’s Hill Berwyn and Beyond, 1968) 
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3.2.3 This MDP acknowledges Berwyn’s rich history. It is the sites and events of the past that 
has created the culture that we see today. It is with the best intentions that this Plan 
respects the heritage of Berwyn and preserves the unique environment that has made it 
what it is today.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
3.3 Social, Health and Community Services  

 
3.3.1 Berwyn is a progressive community that offers a wide selection of services. Local 

organizations and clubs include, but are not limited to the Berwyn Women’s Institute 
(W.I.), Berwyn Agricultural Society, Berwyn Arts & Crafts Club and the Berwyn Golden 
Age Club.  For recreational purposes the Village offers camping opportunities at Tower 
Park Recreational Area.  Other recreational facilities include the Berwyn Arena, Berwyn 
Elks Community Centre and the Berwyn Legion Hall.  

 
3.3.2 Berwyn is considered a part of the Alberta Health Services and is serviced by The Peace 

River Community Health Centre which has 30 acute care beds in the Town of Peace 
River. The Grimshaw Berwyn & District Community Health Complex also provides 
additional health services to the Village.  This is a continuing care facility offering 24 
hour emergency care, laboratory, radiology and public health services.  Seniors housing 
is available at the Autumn Lodge and Autumn Villa (self-contained units) operated by the 
North Peace Housing Foundation.   

 
 
 
 

  

Figure 3 Berwyn from the air Source: (Brick’s Hill Berwyn and Beyond, 1968) 

 



 

 13 Village of Berwyn Municipal Development Plan 
 

3.4 Planning History 
 

3.4.1 Prior to the updating of this MDP the Village of Berwyn has been actively engaged in a 
number of land use and planning initiatives. A majority of the work stems from the 
Village’s membership with Mackenzie Municipal Services Agency, and has resulted in 
several planning documents. The following studies have been completed by the Village, 
to date.  
 
a) Population Analysis (1992)  
 
b) Land Use Bylaw (1998 and updated in 2008)  
 
c) Municipal Development Plan (1998)  
 

3.4.2 As a member of Mackenzie Municipal Service Agency, Berwyn’s administration and 
staff recognizes the need to complete a comprehensives review of the existing planning 
framework for the Village of Berwyn, starting with the Municipal Development Plan. It 
is the intent of Council and administration to adopt the Municipal Development Plan and 
proceed with the review and rewrite of the Land Use Bylaw. In keeping with good 
planning practices Mackenzie Municipal Services Agency will ensure all statutory 
documents comply with current provincial legislation. 
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4.0 POPULATION TREND AND GROWTH 
 
4.1 Population Growth 

 
4.1.1 Table 1: 
 

The Village of Berwyn ( 1991-2011) 
Year Population Growth rate (%) 
1991 581 ----------------------- 
1996 606 +4.3 (federal) 
2001 546 -9.9 (federal) 
2006 516 -5.5 (federal) 
2011 526 +1.9 (federal) 

 
 
4.1.2 Table 1 reveals that Berwyn has experienced significant fluctuations in its growth 

patterns from 1991 to 2011.  Though there may be several factors that have contributed to 
these trends, understanding past demographics will assist in determining Berwyn’s future 
growth patterns, and more importantly, assist in creating future land use policies. The last 
census count conducted for the Village was federally recorded. It revealed that the 
Village grew at a rate of 1.9 percent, the first gain in over 10 years. Although the growth 
was likely credited to past economic conditions, the dramatic spike is a clear indication of 
Berwyn’s volatile growth periods and its dependence on external factors, such as 
economic cycles. 

 
4.1.3 The same theory can be applied when observing the Village’s different age cohorts. The 

following chart breaks down the Village’s age cohorts using a bar graph. The data 
provided for the chart was extracted from Census Canada 2006.  

  
 Chart 1:  
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According to Chart 1, people aged 20-24 represent the largest cohort in the Village of 
Berwyn; this is followed by age group 40-45.  Based on these figures, several 
assumptions can be drawn.  
 
a.) Over the next 15 to 20 years the second largest cohort in the Village will be 

beginning to retire. 
 
b.) The small portion of people 25-29 and 30-34 indicates that young adults are 

emigrating out of the Village in pursuit of education and employment opportunities. 
 
With an aging population it is imperative that young adults are retained within the 
corporate boundary of Berwyn; however, this can only be achieved by creating an 
environment that draws young professionals back to the Village. 

 
 

4.2 Local Economic Indicator 
 

4.2.1 Economic sustainability can only be achieved when a community establishes a diverse 
labour force with various employment sectors. The following chart shows the make-up of 
Berwyn’s current labour force from the 2006 census.  

 
 Chart 2:  

 
According to Chart 2, the Village’s largest employment sector is the Trade, Transport and 
Equipment Operation and Related Occupations, followed by the Sales & Service 
Occupations, and Business, Finance & Administration occupations. The Village lacks 
employment in the Arts, Culture, Recreation and Sport sector as well as the Processing, 
Manufacturing and Utilities sector.  
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Village of Berwyn Employment 
By Sector of Economy
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4.2.3 In order to be a competitive force in an increasing global market, the Village of Berwyn 
will needs to create a dynamic economy that is self-sufficient, sustainable and adaptive to 
future economic cycles. The Village must also continue to recognize the importance of 
working with neighbouring municipalities to create more diverse job opportunities within 
the region. This in turn will make the region a more attractive place to live and work.  As 
observed from Chart 2, this can only be achieved by improving the job opportunities in 
all employment sectors.  

 
 

4.3 Population Projection 
 

4.4.2 The population projections displayed in this MDP are based on historical growth patterns; 
however, it is important to recognize that these predictions are dependent on external 
variables such as economic cycles and political conditions.  It is for this reason that the 
projections should not be taken as absolute values but as estimates. 

 
4.4.3 The population projection for the Village of Berwyn was calculated using a standard 

linear formula that took into account population change over various census periods and 
was based on a 25 year time horizon. Table 2 provides 3 growth scenarios that were 
based on past population changes. 

 

a.) The High Growth Scenario of 0.86 % annual growth is based primarily on the 
population change       between 1991 and 1996. The Village experienced a significant 
spike in its population. Future growth of this nature will most likely coincide with 
increased agricultural production, and major expansion in the oil and gas sector. 

 

b.) The Moderate Growth Scenario of 0.38 % annual growth is based on Census Canada 
2011. The Village experienced a relatively moderate increase in its population 
between 2006 and 2011.  

 

c.) The Negative Growth Scenario of -1.1% annual growth is based on the population 
change that was observed between 2001 and 2006. A negative population projection 
for Berwyn would coincide with several factors, including but not limited to, 
emigration of young people, an ageing population, and weak economy, particularly in 
the agricultural and, oil and gas sectors. 

 
 Table 2: 
 

The Village of Berwyn ( 2011-2036 ) 
 
 
 

YEAR 

HIGH 
GROWTH 

SCENARIO 
(0.86% Annual Growth) 

MODERATE 
GROWTH 

SCENARIO 
(0.38% Annual Growth) 

NEGATIVE 
GROWTH 

SCENARIO 
(-1.1% Annual Growth) 

2011 526 526 526 
2016 549 536 497 
2021 573 546 470 
2026 598 556 444 
2031 624 567 420 
2036 651 578 397 

 Note: This population projection is calculated based on Standard Cohort Component Projection. The base year is 2011 
Statistics Canada Census 2011  
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 Chart 3: 

 
 
4.4.4 For the purpose of this MDP, all policies pertaining to this Plan will be based on the 

assumption that the Village of Berwyn will have an average annual growth rate of 0.38 % 
over the next 25 years. While it remains difficult to determine the most accurate growth 
scenario, a moderate growth rate is the most relevant growth trend, based on Census 
2011. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Figure 4 http://www.hr3590.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/senior_citizens.jpg 

 

Note: The following is a chart format of table 2  
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5.0 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Berwyn’s future prosperity will rely heavily on its ability to develop and maintain an economy 
that is adaptive to future economic cycles. For the most part, this will involve strategic planning 
that will addresses existing constraints that may hinder potential growth opportunities, 
community branding, and strong leadership. It is in its best interest for Berwyn to recognize these 
actions as tools to ensure the community has a stable economy in the foreseeable future.  

 
Residents of Berwyn understand the importance of economic development and the need to attract 
more business. A survey questionnaire revealed that a large percentage of respondents prefer to 
see the Village attract more business to the community in the next 20-25 years. Creating strong 
and concise policies will assist in this effort by providing decision makers with options in 
achieving the ultimate goal. 

 
Goal: To build a local economy that will provide fiscal benefits and 

stability to the Village in the long term. 
 

 
Objectives  

 
The objectives of economic development are:  

• to identify and create incentives to attract investment into the Village; 

• to be proactive and future-oriented when encountering changes or risks (as 
oppose to reactive); and 

• to preserve appropriate land area for employment opportunities.  

 
Policies  

 
5.1 Revitalization:  Through municipal finance and other sources of revenue, the Village will 

focus on the key revitalization areas as identified in Schedule C.  
 

5.2 Revitalization:  An adequate amount of land will be allocated for future employment 
opportunities in the key revitalization areas as identified in Schedule C. 
 

5.3 Study:  Berwyn may prepare an economic vitality study with the intent to identify 
potential growth sectors the Village of Berwyn can capitalize on.   

 
5.4 Incentive Package:  A study will be prepared to investigate the most cost effective 

approach to developing an incentive package to attract new business.  
 

5.5 Partnerships:  Berwyn will pool resources together with neighbouring municipalities 
when a common goal and objective needs to be achieved. 
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5.6 Partnerships:  Berwyn will 
partner with private, not-for-
profit, and other government 
sectors to support existing local 
business and attract new ones 
through joint marketing 
initiatives. 
 

5.7 Marketing:  Berwyn is known 
as both a senior-friendly and 
family-oriented community, 
through aggressive marketing 
and branding strategies the 
Village will continue to build 
on these assets.  
 

5.8 Signage:  Berwyn will work 
with Alberta Transportation to 
ensure proper signage is 
displayed indicating distances 
to the Village, and the types of 
services the Village offers.  
 

5.9 Tourism:  Berwyn will support 
regional tourism initiative that 
will enhance Berwyn as tourism 
destination. 
 

5.10 Tourism:  In conjunction with 
Section 5.9, Berwyn will 
support tourism in areas that 
are: 
 
a)  Adjacent to a major 
transportation corridor   
 
b)  Fully serviced 
 
c)  Strategically located within close proximity to existing commercial development.  
 

5.11 Tourism:  Berwyn will create an inventory of potential tourist destinations including:  
 
a)  heritage sites  

 
b)  past and present recreational facilities  

 
c)  open space and parks.   

  

Figure 5 
http://www.pinkomarketing.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/15.-5-Marketing-techniques.jpg 

Figure 6 
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6.0 RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
There are two types of development that form the majority of Berwyn’s residential 
neighbourhoods.  Single detached dwellings make up the largest housing type within the 
Village.  It can be found in every neighbourhood and has been the traditional form of 
residential development for much of the Village’s history.  Modular and/or mobile home is 
the second largest housing type within the Village.  These manufactured units can be found 
scattered throughout the Village; however, a large portion of them are located in the north 
end of Berwyn.  Both housing types have played a major role in how Berwyn’s residential 
neighbourhoods are characterized today, low in density and homogenous in nature.  
 
A change is needed to facilitate more effective land use consumption. Broadening the 
existing housing types within the Village will assist in that effort, by creating complete 
communities that are higher in density and more aesthetically pleasing. In light of an aging 
population, the Village will also need to provide alternative housing types that are close to 
existing amenities and easily accessible.  The traditional form of residential development 
lacks this quality.  
 
Goals: To encourage a full range of housing types that complement 

residential neighbourhoods that are low to medium in density. 
 

To create aesthetically pleasing neighbourhoods that will 
enhance the Village’s characteristics. 

 
Objectives  

 
The objectives of residential development are:  

• to designate areas for mixed-use and compact development; 

• to ensure greyfield and brownfield development takes priority over green 
field development; and  

• to create design guidelines.   

 
Policies  
 
6.1 Map: Please refer to Schedule “C” for visual interpretation. 
 
6.2 Development: Berwyn will ensure that greyfield and brownfield development take 

priority over greenfield development; this will be achieved through infill.  
 
6.3 Development: Mixed-use development is encouraged in several areas throughout the 

Village, to ensure complete and vibrant neighbourhoods are developed.  
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6.4 Development:  Promote housing 
concepts that will reduce the rate 
of agricultural land consumption 
due to growth. This will aid in 
encouraging social, environment 
and economic sustainability9. 

 
6.5 Housing Diversity:  Berwyn, in 

cooperation with private 
developers and/or government 
agencies, will work to provide a 
variety of housing types, and a 
range of dwellings and lot sizes 
to meet the socio-economic needs 
of existing and prospective 
residents.  

 
6.6 Housing Diversity:  Single 

detached homes will be the 
predominant housing type for 
new residential areas; however, 
alternative housing types should 
also be provided and encouraged 
(i.e. apartments, row housing, and 
duplexes).  

 
6.7 Mobile Home:  All mobile 

homes and modular homes shall 
be placed in designated areas 
within the Village. 

 
6.8 Affordable Housing:  The 

Village shall work in partnership 
with private developers and 
senior levels of government to 
provide affordable housing for 
the vulnerable, the disabled, and 
people who are unable to pay 
market rental rates.  

 
6.9 Affordable Housing:  The 

Village shall promote affordable 
housing by selected areas. 

 
6.10 Affordable Housing:  The 

Village shall work with private 
developers to ensure that new 
development includes affordable 
units.  

                                                 
9 Municipal Development Plan, Strathcona County. retrieved Dec 2011.  

Figure 8 

Figure 7 

Figure 9 
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6.11 Affordable Housing:  The Village shall work with the development industry and various 
agencies to help provide land for the purpose of developing social housing. 

 
6.12 Seniors Housing:  The Village shall work in partnership with private developers and 

senior levels of government in providing housing for senior citizens and mature adults.  
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7.0 COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
Commercial development in Berwyn is concentrated in one primary area, the downtown centre. 
Downtown is the focal point of the Village and where goods and services are exchanged. For 
years the Village has seen a decline in its commercial activity; stores that once housed business, 
shops and restaurant are now slowly being replaced with residential dwellings, thus raising 
concerns about Berwyn’s future economic outcome. Most residents when asked what challenges 
the Village will face in the next 20-25 years, stated the Village may be incorporated into the 
Municipal District of Peace No. 135, another 15 percent were concerned about business retention.  
 
Young people also voiced their concerns about the commercial district. A youth walking tour 
held with grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 students at Lloyd Garrison School revealed a portion of students felt 
the centre lacked restaurants, cafés, retail stores, and other facilities that would make the centre 
more vibrant and inviting.  
 
A number of causes have contributed to the flight of commercial activity from Berwyn, and 
particularly the downtown centre. Changes in shopping behaviours, growing markets in larger 
urban centres and technology may be associated with the existing trends the Village is currently 
experiencing. Through strategic planning and reinvestment in key areas, this MDP looks to 
ensure that Berwyn remains a viable commercial centre in the foreseeable future.  
 
Goals: To enhance Main Street as a focal point for commercial and 

business activity by investing in key revitalization areas.  
 

To create compact, visually appealing, commercial 
development that encourages increased pedestrian activity. 

 
Objectives  

 
The objectives of commercial development are:  

• to identify key areas for redevelopment and investment; 

• to identify financial tools that will attract commercial development; and 

• to develop dialogue amongst local stakeholders to address improvement 
opportunities.  

 
Policies 
 
7.1 Commercial Development:  All commercial development shall be located in the 

designated areas as shown on Schedule “B” (Proposed Land Use Policy Area). 
 
7.2 Commercial Development:  Berwyn’s primary commercial district shall remain along 

51st Street; however, commercial development shall be encouraged within the key 
revitalization areas identified in Schedule “C”. 
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7.3 Commercial Development:  
Berwyn will encourage greyfield, 
and brownfield development for 
commercial purposes in the Main 
Street/51st Street area and the key 
revitalization areas identified in 
Schedule “C”. 

 
7.4 Commercial Development:  In 

conjunction with Section 5.4, a 
portion of the study shall focus on 
retail and commercial development.  

 
7.5 Commercial Development: Monitor 

the conversion of commercial space 
to residential use, to ensure 
adequate space is left for future 
commercial use. 

 
7.6 Business Improvement Area (BIA):  Local businesses should be encouraged to create a 

BIA that will allow local business, and property owners to join together, and with the 
support from the Village, organize, finance, and carry out physical improvements to their 
commercial area. 

 
7.7 Highway No. 2:  Berwyn will work closely with Alberta Transportation to ensure future 

commercial development that is adjacent to Highway No. 2 falls within provincial 
regulations.  

 
7.8 Hours of Operation:  The Village will encourage local business owners to broaden their 

hours of operation to cover a larger demographic pool.  
 
7.9 Business Improvement:  Local businesses should explore alternative methods of selling 

their goods and services.  
 
7.10 Aesthetics and Design:  The Village encourages development to meet design standards 

as identified in Section 9.1. This includes building placement, finishes, facades, built 
form, scale and compatibility with adjacent properties.   

 
7.11 Home Based Businesses:  The Village supports home-based business, including but not 

limited to home offices, provided such areas do not have a negative impact on the 
surrounding neighbourhoods. The Land Use Bylaw shall regulate all home-based 
businesses.  

 

  

Figure 10 
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8.0 INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Berwyn’s industrial sector is relatively small in comparison to neighbouring municipalities. The 
Village currently allocates the northeast corner of the Village and the CN railway lands for such 
use.  Though the former has experienced modest industrial activity in recent years, the latter has 
remained vacant. This MDP recognizes industrial development as a key element in sustaining a 
healthy economy. While the CN railway land is open to land use re-designation, it is imperative 
to ensure that any remaining area currently allocated for industrial development remains in its 
existing state.  The industrial park on the edge of the Village provides easy access for 
transportation purposes, and is the most appropriate place to establish uses that may conflict with 
each other. 
 
Goal: To encourage industrial development in areas that are 

economically and environmentally suitable. 
 
Objectives  

 
The objectives of industrial development are:  

• to preserve existing land for future industrial development (industrial parks if 
needed); 

• to continue to support existing industries so that they are competitive on a 
regional and global scale; and  

• to ensure any proposed industrial development does not have a detrimental effect 
on the natural environment. 

 
Policies 
 
8.1 Industrial Development:  All 

industrial development shall be 
located in the designated areas as 
shown on Schedule “B” (Proposed 
Land Use Policy Area). 

 
8.2 Industrial Development:  The Village 

discourages residential development 
or any use that requires overnight 
accommodations within the 
designated industrial area.  

  

Figure 11 
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8.3 Industrial Development: New industrial development proposing to locate in proximity to 

or adjacent to existing residential and institutional uses shall be: 

a)  Low risk in terms of explosion and fire danger 

b)  Clear air industries   

c)  Low in noise and traffic generation  

 
8.4 Industrial Development: The LUB shall be reviewed to ensure it contains regulations 

that reflect existing realities regarding industrial land use. This may include but not be 
limited to landscaping, building design, and appropriate distances between industrial uses 
and non-industrial uses.  

 
8.5 Industrial Development: The Village shall oppose any industrial activity that will have 

an adverse impact on the natural environment and/or jeopardize the safety of Berwyn 
residents. 

 
8.6 Industrial Development: New industrial development adjacent to any institutional 

property, including school yards, shall be fully fenced-off and buffered.  
 
  

Figure 12 
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9.0 TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Creating easily accessible road corridors plays an essential part in the movement of people, goods 
and services. It is equally important to accommodate alternative modes of transportation, 
particularly walking and cycling. This MDP will encourage the integration of all transportation 
modes into existing and future neighbourhoods. 
 
Such initiatives may also coincide with the upkeep and maintenance of municipal services and 
utilities. This approach will allow Berwyn to expand in a manner that is both economically 
feasible and environmentally sustainable. 
 
Goals: To coordinate the development of the Village’s road network 

and municipal servicing system in a manner that will minimize 
the cost to the municipality.   

 
 To identify short and long term transportation needs and 

create a transportation network that reflects alternative modes 
of transit (i.e. cycling and walking). 

 
Objectives  

 
The objectives for Transportation & Infrastructure Development are:  

• to preserve future rights-of-way for road extensions;  

• to improve sidewalks and pedestrian paths;   

• to ensure adequate services are in place for future development; and  

• to ensure the Village’s servicing system is in good condition. 

 
Policies  
 
9.1 Transportation:  Future road rights-of-way shall be located in the designated areas as 

shown on Schedule “B” (Proposed Land Use Policy Area). 
 
9.2 Transportation:  Berwyn will coordinate future road expansion with service utilities. In 

addition future road expansion shall be full service with adequate street lighting.  
 
9.3 Transportation:  Berwyn will protect designated rights-of-way for future road expansion. 

This may be achieved through development setbacks.  
 
9.4 Transportation:  In conjunction with Section 9.3, the Village will work with the 

Municipal District of Peace No. 135 to create a long term road network plan for the areas 
surrounding Berwyn. 

 
9.5 Bicycle and Pedestrian Ways:  The Village may coordinate bicycle and pedestrian ways 

throughout the Village.   
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9.6 Bicycle and Pedestrian Paths:  The Village 
may coordinate bicycle and pedestrian 
paths throughout the Village. 
 

9.7 Pedestrian Links:  The Village shall 
facilitate appropriate pedestrian linkages 
between building entrances by creating 
public sidewalks and pathways throughout 
the community.  

 
9.8 Quality of Utility Services:  The Village 

shall provide or facilitate the provision of 
high quality utility services to residents and 
businesses in Berwyn. 
 

9.9 Quality of Utility Services: Berwyn shall 
maintain a sufficient amount of funds to 
plan and implement a comprehensive long 
term plan for its utility infrastructure.  
 

9.10 Water System:  Berwyn will maintain a 
standard of water supply storage and 
distribution to meet future domestic, 
commercial and industrial needs.  

 
9.11 Waste Management:  The sewage 

treatment and distribution systems shall be 
upgraded to accommodate the population 
projections for 2031. 

 
9.12 Utility Improvements:  Berwyn shall promote the principles of Reduce, Reuse and 

Recycle materials within its own operations and with business and residents.  
 

9.13 Expansion:  The Village shall ensure that all new development(s) are fully serviced. 
  

Figure 13 
https://my.qoop.com/store/Cindy-L-Shebley-a48. 

Figure 14 
concretevictoria.com/.../concrete-sidewalk.jpg 

Figure 15 
www.strickland-construction.com/woman_owned_a 
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10.0 URBAN DESIGN & HERITAGE  
 
Regardless of size or age, successful communities are ones that take great pride in their structure 
and urban fabric. To be socially competitive and economically viable, communities must focus on 
creating aesthetically pleasing neighbourhoods that will encourage people to live, play and work 
in the area. This may involve the upkeep of personal lots, the investment in specific corridors, the 
preservation of heritage sites, and strategic landscaping and open space for the public realm. The 
Village of Berwyn is in a position to ensure its neighbourhoods follow such initiatives.  
 
Though a vast majority of residents found the Village to be visually appealing when asked in a 
survey, this MDP identifies several key areas of interest. In addition, Berwyn is home to several 
heritage sites that if well maintained can be a strong focal point within the community.  
 
Goals: To improve the appearance of Berwyn, particularly in the 

vicinity of 50th Avenue, 50th Street, and the Main Street.   
 

To recognize the Village’s heritage sites and preserve them in a 
manner that is aesthetically harmonious with the surrounding 
environment.   

 
Objectives  

 
The objectives for Urban Design & Heritage are:  

• to identify and preserve Heritage sites; 

• to promote urban design and beatification within the community;  

• to develop an Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP) for  50th Avenue; 

• to develop an Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP) for 50th Street; and 

• to encourage beautification and strong design in Berwyn’s Downtown Core. 

 
Policies  
 
10.1 Design Regulations:  Undertake an urban design study along the existing highway 

corridor to precisely determine the Village’s future built form. The study shall address the 
following: 
 
 Mixed development and the intensification of land uses 
 
 Improve pedestrian linkages 
 
 Built form, building style, orientation, massing and  placement of buildings 
 
 Streetscapes, and open space  
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 Revitalization of existing corridors, the identification of opportunities, and the 
development of a clear design vision for the Village 

 
These studies shall help establish the framework for the use of an ARP. 

 
10.2 Street, Sidewalks and Boulevards:  The Village may allocate a portion of the budget for 

the improvement and development of streets, sidewalks and boulevards. 
 
10.3 Street, Sidewalks and Boulevards:  The Village shall design streets sidewalks and 

boulevards to provide safe, accessible, attractive, interesting and comfortable spaces for 
pedestrians, cyclists, automobiles and transit. 

 
10.4 Street, Sidewalks and Boulevards:  Sidewalks and streets should be designed and 

redesigned to be universally accessible and encourage pedestrian comfort, safety and 
linkages between neighbourhoods, open spaces and adjacent land uses. 

 

10.5 Streetscape:  The Village shall encourage 
streetscapes with a continuous rhythm 
including buildings of equal height and a 
similar distance from the edge of the building 
to the sidewalk or street.   

 
10.6 Streetscape:  The Village shall undertake 

streetscape improvements to create high quality 
public spaces that allow for both safe and 
comfortable pedestrian traffic through: 

 
 tree planting and landscaping, 
 
 pedestrian scale lighting, good quality 

street furnishings, 
 
 decorative paving and through design 

approaches,  
 

 and other wayfinding elements.  
 

10.7 Civic Pride:  The Village shall seek 
opportunities to enhance civic pride by 
ensuring the design and construction of new 
civic buildings and spaces feature the Village’s 
beauty, and meet high standards for urban 
design, architecture, landscape architecture and 
public art. 

 
10.8 Civic Pride:  Development should demonstrate 

a strong relationship to the human scale and 
contribute positively to the public realm and 
street. 

 

Figure 16 
High River AB, Ron Rauckman Sept, 2006 

Figure 17 
Saskatoon SK Ron Rauckman, Aug 2001 
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10.9 Civic Pride:  The Village shall encourage the integration of public art particularly along 
pedestrian routes.  

 
10.10 Architecture:  Infill development on vacant and underutilized land and modifications to 

existing buildings shall conform to or enhance the character of the surrounding area. 
 

10.11 Architecture:  High quality standards of urban design and construction that utilizes 
diverse building elements and materials and ensures development conforms to or 
improves upon the existing character of the Village is encouraged. 

 
10.12 Heritage:  The Village shall preserve and 

protect its existing heritage buildings. 
 

10.13 Heritage:  Local heritage sites and buildings 
shall be commemorated through various means 
including signage, decorative lighting, and 
enhanced vegetation and landscaping. 

 
10.14 Heritage:  Berwyn may consult with the 

Historic Resources Management Branch of 
Alberta Tourism, Parks, Recreation and 
Culture to determine when a historical 
resources impact assessment is required by 
applicants undertaking rezoning, subdivision 
and development applications.  

 
10.15 Views and Vistas:  The Village shall identify, 

preserve and enhance scenic routes and 
principal views of important natural or 
constructed features. 

 
10.16 Views and Vistas:  Entranceways and 

gateways at major entry points to the Village 
shall be celebrated through the use of 
distinctive urban design features, lighting, 
enhanced vegetation and landscaping, and 
public art features. 

 
10.17 Public Art:  Berwyn will encourage public art 

through the Village, especially in open spaces.  
  

Figure 18 

Figure 19 
Calmar AB, Ron Rauckman Aug 2006 
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11.0 CN RAILWAY LANDS 
 
The Canadian National (CN) Railway and adjacent lands offers a unique opportunity for a type of 
development that meets many of the community’s needs and concerns in regard to both a 
declining commercial district and an aging population.  The lands under consideration are a 
continuous strip of undeveloped land where the railway used to exist, much of which is centrally 
located and within a short walking distance from the main corridor (51st Street).  In order to best 
address the use of the site, a phased development was envisioned that addresses current 
demographic trends, includes seniors housing, complements and ensures the economic 
development of the main commercial corridor and provides services to meet community needs. 
 
Goals:  To explore options in developing the CN railway lands into a 

more efficient and effective land use. 
 

To ensure the orderly and efficient development of the CN 
railway lands and the lands adjacent to the CN railway lands 
to meet the community’s needs and complement the main 
commercial corridor. 

 
Objectives  

 
The objectives for CN railway lands are:  

• to ensure a range of compact, higher density developments including seniors 
housing on lands that are within close proximity to the main street; 

• to ensure that the former CN railway lands complement and are integrated with 
the main commercial corridor; and 

• to encourage and enforce high quality aesthetically pleasing design throughout 
the development process. 

 
Policies: 
 
11.1 Map:  Please refer to Schedule “C” for visual interpretation.  
 
11.2 Development:  Development on the CN railway lands shall be phased in to ensure 

orderly and efficient development that reflects current economic markets.  
 
11.3 Development:  Berwyn shall regulate development on CN railway and adjacent lands 

to encourage a diverse range of uses by rezoning the area as direct control. 
 

11.4 Partnership:  Berwyn shall partner with North Peace Housing to develop higher 
density seniors housing and institutional uses within close proximity to the main 
corridor. 
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11.5 Development:  Berwyn may collaborate with Mackenzie Municipal Services Agency 
to develop an Area Structure Plan for the CN railway lands. 

 
11.6 Development:  Provision shall be made to incorporate a future regional recreational 

corridor through the CN railway lands as identified in Schedule “D”. 
 
11.7 Seniors Complex:  Berwyn will move forward with initiatives to develop a detail 

concept plan for future seniors housing. Please refer to APPENDIX “A” for 
conceptual rendering.  

 

  

Potential 

Existing 

Figure 21 
www.designcommunity.com/.../images/208.jpg 

Figure 20 
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12.0 ENVIRONMENT  
 
A coordinated effort is needed amongst Council, stakeholders, and residents to ensure Berwyn is 
an environmentally progressive community that builds on environmental stewardship.  
Developing Berwyn as a community that is self-aware of its environmental practices will assist in 
making it a more sustainable community that is independent of conventional energy sources and 
more sustainable in the long term. 

 
It is also imperative to ensure that as development occurs in and around the Village; its 
infringement on agricultural areas is minimal.  Conserving agricultural land not only protects 
future foods sources, but it enhances the quality of life for local residents by providing them with 
scenic views and recreational opportunities.  Striking a fine balance between urban expansion and 
conservation must be addressed and expressed in the policies of this MDP.  
 
Goals: To ensure that Berwyn remains an environmentally 

progressive and sustainable community. 
 

To ensure that new development does not infringe on 
environmentally sensitive areas. 

 
Objectives  

 
The objectives for the Environment are:  

• to protect agricultural areas; 

• to promote alternative energy; and  

• to encourage developers to develop energy efficient homes and buildings.  

 
Policies:  
 
12.1 Development:  The Village should prepare a study to evaluate areas considered 

environmentally significant and ensure future development does not infringe on these 
areas. 
 

12.2 Development:  Developers should be encouraged to develop energy efficient homes that 
have minimal impact on the local and global environment.  

 
12.3 Development:  The Village may encourage developers to erect LEED certified buildings 

and homes.  
 

12.4 Development:  An environmental impact assessment may be required for any 
development that has the potential to have an adverse effect on the surrounding 
environment.  

 
12.5 Alternative Power:  The Village shall investigate the feasibility of investing in alternative 

energy sources (e.g. solar, wind and biomass).  Such initiatives will likely lessen the 
Village’s dependence on conventional energy sources.  
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Figure 23 
www.treehugger.com/htgg/how-to-go-green-alter... 

Figure 24 
www.alibaba.com/product-free/111996702/Bio en... 

Figure 22 
www.greenprogress.com/images/alternative-ener 

http://www.treehugger.com/htgg/how-to-go-green-alternative-energy.html
http://www.alibaba.com/product-free/111996702/Bio_energy_wood_pellets_Biomass_wood.html
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13.0 COMMUNITY SERVICES & RECREATION 
 
The Village of Berwyn is home to a number of recreational facilities including Tower Park 
Campground, and the Berwyn Elks Community Centre.  Providing areas for residents to play, 
relax, socialize and exercise, enhances their quality of life and assists in creating a more cohesive 
community. The Village of Berwyn recognizes this and is committed to expanding on such 
facilities.  Cultural enhancement is another important aspect in the MDP.  The Village is 
committed to seeking new and innovative ways to improve the cultural experience in Berwyn 
while celebrating the community’s heritage.  
 
Lloyd Garrison School has become a social and economic focal point for the community.  It will 
be equally important to continue to build on its success and ensure that that it remains a strong 
asset to the Community. 
 
Goals: To ensure recreational and community services are well 

maintained within the Village of Berwyn for current and 
future generations. 

 
 To provide facilities that will enhance the quality of life for 

residents of Berwyn. 
 
Objectives  

 
The objectives of recreational and community development are: 

• to plan a system of parks, playgrounds, recreational facilities, open space and 
cultural facilities; 

• to maintain current facilities and parks in an orderly and timely manner; 

• to continue to support educational facilities within Berwyn in new and innovative 
ways; and 

• to increase community and neighbourhood-level social capital. 

 
Policies  
 
13.1 Map:  Please refer to Schedule “D” for visual interpretation. 
 
13.2 Social Capital:  Provide a mechanism to promote volunteer opportunities in the 

community  
 
13.3 Social Capital:  Reinforce the use of gathering places through social, recreational, and 

cultural programing.  
 
13.4 Social Capital:  Implement design strategies and relevant programing to strengthen 

neighbourhood identity and enhance neighbourhood cohesion. 10 

                                                 
10 Spruce Grove. Municipal Development Plan, retrieved on November  2011 
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13.5 Farmers Market:  Berwyn 

will encourage the 
establishment and operation 
of a year round farmers 
market that will offer fresh 
local produce and baked 
goods.  

 
13.6 Farmers Market:  Berwyn 

may develop a long-term 
strategic plan with its 
Economic Development 
Officer to establish and 
operate a year-round 
Farmers Market. 

 
13.7 Farmers Market:  Berwyn 

shall seek volunteers to 
assist in the planning and 
implementation of a year-
round Farmers Market.  

 
13.8 Community Events: Berwyn 

encourages the establishment 
and expansion of community 
events and festivals such as 
Super Saturday.  

 
13.9 Community Facilities: 

Berwyn will support 
initiatives to redevelop the 
Community Centre and 
curling rink for future local 
and regional use.  

 
13.10 Learning:  Berwyn 

encourages the development 
of a range of formal, 
informal, and experimental 
learning opportunities to 
meet the diverse learning 
needs of the local and regional community.  

 
13.11 Learning:  Berwyn will work in partnership with the local school boards to ensure Lloyd 

Garrison Public School is fully supported through various avenues including but not 
limited to funding, new learning opportunities and an increase in the number of 
volunteers.  

  

Figure 25 
exploremiamisburg.com/farmers-market-8/ 

Figure 26 

http://exploremiamisburg.com/farmers-market-8/
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13.12 Parks & Trails:  Berwyn may 

develop a long-term Parks & Trails 
Plan that will include future areas 
for trails and parks, funding 
strategies and an implementation 
plan. 

 
13.13 Parks & Trails:  Berwyn will 

require that parks and trails are 
developed in conjunction with new 
residential and/or commercial 
development. 

 
13.14 Parks & Trails:  Berwyn will 

support the idea of using portions of 
the CN rights-of-way as a regional 
recreational corridor.  

 
13.15 Municipal Reserves:  Under the provisions of the MGA, Berwyn shall acquire reserves, 

either in the form of land, money in lieu of land, or a combination of both. Such land 
shall be incorporated into ASP’s and used only for public purposes including schools and 
other public institutions.  

 
 
 
  

Figure 27 

Figure 27 
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14.0 IMPLEMENTATION   
 
Detailed planning will be required in order to implement the policies outlined in the MDP.  This 
will come in the form of Area Redevelopment Plans, Area Structure Plans and Land Use Bylaws.  
The MDP will also complement regional initiatives such as the Land Use Framework.  

 
The success of this MDP will be measured based on the degree to which the policies identified in 
it are implemented.  Furthermore, it will be reviewed at the midpoint of Council’s term.  If 
amendments are required, they should be carried out through an amendment process.  
Implementation of the policies outlined in this Plan will require investment in community 
infrastructure, amenities, services, and willingness from the decision makers.   

 
Goal: To implement the goals identified in the MDP by working with 

provincial agencies and neighbouring municipalities on 
regional plans and other statutory plans. 

 
Policies  
 
14.1 Adoption:   Upon adoption by By-law of this MDP, the policies contained herein will be 

in full force and effect. 
 

14.2 Conformity:  The Village shall conduct a review and rewrite of the existing Land Use 
Bylaw to ensure consistency with policies outlined in the MDP.  

 
14.3 Conformity:  Subdivision applications, Land Use Bylaw amendments and development 

permits shall all refer to and comply with the MDP.  
 
14.4 Bylaw:  Berwyn will update their LUB to add regulations that will prohibit “land 

speculation activity.” 
 

14.5 Subdivision and Development Appeals:  The Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board shall have regard to the policies of the MDP in their decision making process.  

 
14.6 Monitoring:  The Village shall review the MDP when deemed necessary to ensure it 

complies with provincial plans, initiatives, and legislation. This may include but is not 
limited to the regulations in the Municipal Government Act and the Regional Plan 
developed under the Land Use Framework. 

 
14.7 Funding and Budget:  The policies identified under this Plan suggest spending by the 

Village in order to achieve successful implementation.  The funding of any policies under 
this plan shall be considered on an annual basis during the Village’s budget process.  

 
14.8 Public Engagement:  The Village shall facilitate public input when implementing 

policies under this Plan.  Public input may be obtained using a variety of techniques such 
as open houses, public meetings, focus groups, workshops and surveys.  In making a 
decision on a planning matter the Village shall consider but not be bound by the input 
received from the public. 
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14.9 Task Force:  The Village will encourage the organization of a community task force 
group that will oversee the implementation of the policies pertaining to this Plan. The 
task force group will be made up of local volunteers.  
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16.0 SCHEDULES 
 
 
SCHEDULE A: CONTEXT MAP 
 
SCHEDULE B: FUTURE LAND USE POLICY AREA 
 
SCHEDULE C: REVITALIZATION AREAS 
 
SCHEDULE D: RECREATION AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES  
 
 
APPENDIX A: SENIORS COMPLEX PROPOSAL 
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